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The year 1932 is the annus mirabilis of the Republic in the
sense that its events read more like something out of a fairy tale
than sober history. Not since The Hague had the foreign political
situation been so interesting. The full disarmament conference
was ready to assemble; a new reparations conference v/as about
to open; new alignments of the powers were visible; the co-
operation of Germany and Italy was now a factor in politics.,
and to that temporary alliance the adhesion of Russia was reason-
ably evident; Britain under a Labour government had become
more definitely friendly to Germany., and the enthusiasm of
MacDonald for Bruening's strong government made France dis-
tinctly apprehensive of the attitude of the succeeding National
government; she and her allies were on the defensive; the world
was uneasy and China and Japan were at war in China and in
Switzerland, though not in a state of war. Yet for the first time
since 1919 foreign affairs ceased to interest the German and the
results of the most important conferences passed over his in-
different head. On January 8 Bruening declared to the British
ambassador—the choice is significant—that the only solution of
the reparations problem that Germany could accept was total
abolition. It was the one statement that the nation had been
waiting for years to hear a German statesman make., but it created
infinitely more excitement abroad than in a Germany now in such
depths of social misery that economics had ceased to be of interest.
Of what interest can economics be to a nation with over six
million unemployed and 50 per cent of it at the starvation level—
according to official statistics.*
What was of infinitely more interest was the fact that the day
before the chancellor made his statement Hitler had visited him.
Everyone knew why—to discuss the question of the presidency—
and everyone waited anxiously to see what Hitler would do; at
least one-third of the nation waited with wild hope. To the sober
a contest appeared unthinkable if for no other reason than that
it was difficult to see who would have the courage to offer himself
* Vide also p. 363. Nothing is more urgently required than a fundamental
independent investigation of the economic distress and the statistics pertaining
to it,

